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Paleozoic Era
The Paleozoic (pay lee uh ZOH ik) began 
about 544 million years ago and lasted 
for 300 million years. The word part 
paleo- means “ancient or early.” 

Cenozoic Era
The Cenozoic (sen uh ZOH ik) began 
about 66 million years ago and 
continues to the present. The word 
part ceno- means “recent,”and -zoic
means “life.” Mammals became 
common during this time.

Mesozoic Era
People often call the Mesozoic 
(mez uh ZOH ik) the Age of 
Reptiles. The Mesozoic began 

about 245 million years ago 
and lasted about 180 million 
years. The word part meso-

means “middle.”


